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a mP,,dTnents ^th^ Claims: 

, , ■ *n renlace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
This listing of claims will replace an pu« 

application: 

TTTTIN^ OFTHE CLAIMS! 

(Currently amended) A vertebral endplatc chisel comprising: 
' I, abasC having upper and Wer portion, and proximal and distal on, 
b) aa upper .having porhon extending di Sl aUy from the uppercase portion, 
c a lower shaving portion extendmg distally from the lower ba.c portion, 

l z **** »** *— — y ^ to cach 

wherein the width of >he g"'de ' s "» more than * * 

^^^^^^^^^^ 

surface which provides an impact surface. 

proxJa, penmoKr . «H= «- pen-ncc. betn B smaUer .haa.be proxnna, 

5 O^, The chise, of o.ain. . — oomprisb* ., an exhaeuon — ioo.,e, 
' proximal to «b« base and shaped so as .0 eonnec. to an extraction dov.ee. 

6 C The chise, of Cim . wheta.n tho dista, po.cn of ,he base «*n- 
Zt .nLdi.,e and ,ower portions, each having a w.d,h, wherein a. ices a M 

Ion of e,eh oftho npper, ,n.e™cdia,e and .owe. portions has a a— e,ua. 
width so ,h« the dishd end of «. base comprise* a substantial* h.ockv port™. 
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7. (Original) The chisel of claim 1 wherein the base is shaped so as to provide debris 
pathways. 

8 (Previously Presented) The chisel of claim 1 wherein the base farther comprises an 
intermediate portion having a width, and wherein the intermediate portion width is 
thinner than the upper and lower portion widths, thereby providing flutes for removal 
of the debris. 

9 (Previously Presented) The chisel of claim 1 therein the base further comprises an 
mtermediate portion wherein the upper and lower portions of the base do not contact 
at least a portion of the intermediate portion, so that debris pathway, arc formed 
therebetween. 

10 (Origmal) The chisel of claim 9 whemn the intermediate portion comprises lateral 
portions, and the upper and lower portions are integrally connected to the lateral 
intermediate portions. 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) The chisel of claim 1 wherein the base has an integral 1- 
bcam-like shape and further comprises an intermediate portion, wbere.n the upper 
base portion is integrally connected to the intermediate portion, and the lower base 
portion is integrally connected to the intermediate portion, 
wherein each of the intermediate, upper and lower base portions has a width, and 
wherein the width of each of the upper and lower base portions is greater than the width 

of the intermediate portion. 
{ yrr (Previously Presented The chisel of claim 1 1 wherein the 1-beain-like shape is an I- 

beam shape. 

^^Previously Presented) The chisel of claim 11 wherein the I-bcam-like shape is a 
bulging T-beam shape. 

j Presented) The chisel of claim 11 wherein the 1-bcam-like shape is a 

bow-tie shape, 

<>T (Original) The chisel of claim 1 wherein the upper shaving portion comprises an 
outer surface and an inner surface whose intersection forms a tip having an angle a 
suitable for shaving cndplates. 

/ GXCOrighiul) The chisel of claim 1 5 wherein the angle a is between 20 and 40 degrees. 
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I? XcOriginal) The chisel of claim 15 wherein the lower shaving portion comprises an 

outer surface and an inner surface whose intersection forms a tip having the same 

angle a as that of the upper shaving portion, 
f ^(Previously Presented) The chisel of claim 8 wherein the intermediate portion of the 

base narrows at the distal end thereof to form at least one secondary orthogonal 

shaver. 

rtJ*<?T«riwAy Resented) The chisel of claim 18 wherein the guide includes a neek 
extending distally from the intermediate porhon of the base, and wherein the at least 
one secondary orthogonal shaver is located on either side of and proximal to the 
neck. 

•^><r (Original) The chisel of claim 1 wherein the guide comprises a neck portion 
attending distally from the base and a head portion extending from the neck, wherein 
the head comprises upper and lower lands. 

X(° n s inai) The chisel of clairn 20 whcrcin Rt 3east a ponion of each ,and extends 

further distally than the shaving portions. 
^^(Original) The chisel of claim I wherein the guide is substantially centered between 

the shaving portions. 

^ ^(Original) The chisel of claim 1 wherein the guide and the upper shaving portion each 
have a width, and the width of the guide is no more than 50% of the shaving portion 
width. 

^2fT(Original) The chisel of claim I wherein the guide width is no more than 25% of die 
shaving portion width, 

^£#C(Original) The chisel of claim 1 wherein the guide comprises a neck portion 
extending from the base and a head portion extending from the neck, and the head is 
sufficiently thin and centered so that the entire guide width is located within the 
middle one-third of the width of the shaving portions. 

^^(Original) The chisel of claim 25 wherein the guide is located within the middle one- 

fifth of the width of the shaving portions. 
-ttX(Previously Presented) The chisel of claim 11 wherein the guide includes a neck 
portion extending distally from the intermediate portion and a head portion extending 
distally from the neck. 
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^ ^(Previously Presented) The ehisel of claim 27 wherein the neck portion is 
rectangularly shaped. 

4*. (Previously Presented) The chisel of claim 27 wherein the neck portion widens at an 

angle |1 as it extends distally. 
^^{Ofi&vd) The chisel of claim 19 wherein the upper shaving portion comprises an 
outer surface and an Inner surface whose intersection forms a tip having an angle a 
suitable for staving endpiates, and wherein the angle 0 is substantially equal to the 
angle a. 

^ (Previously Presented) The chisel of claim 27 wherein the head portion has a tapered 
distal portion which narrows distally. 

(Previously Presented) The chisel of claim 31 wherein the tapered distal portion of 
the head portion forms an angle y of between 30 and 60 degrees. 
^ ^d. (Previously Presented) The chisel of claim 27 wherein the head portion has an axial 
cross section having a bullet shape. 

(Previously Presented) The chisel of claim 27 wherein the head portion has a nipple- 
like distal portion. 

^(Previously Prated) The chisel of claim 27 wherein the head portion has a radial 

cross-section having a circular shape. 
y.)*. (Previously Presented) The chisel of claim 27 wherein the head portion has an axial 

cross section having a rectangular shape having a height and a width. 
37 J6. (Previously Presented) The chisel of claim 36 wherein the head portion has ahcight 

and a width, and is dimensioned so that the height is at least 5 times the width. 
l&jrf. (Currently Amended) A vertebral endplate chisel comprising: 

a) a base hav,ng upper, lower and intermediate portions, and proximal and distal 
portions, 

b) no more than two shaving portions for contouring vertebral endpiates, comprising. 

i) an upper shaving portion extending distally from the upper portion, and 

ii) a lower shaving portion extending distally from the lower portion, 
the upper and lower shaving portions being disposed substantially parallel to each 
other to define a separation distance, and 

PAGE 6M2* RCVD AT 6/8/2004 2:18:07 PWI [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVR-.USPTO-EFXRf -1/9 1 DNIS:8729306 * CSID:508 828 3789* DURATION (mm-ss):03-06 




I-E004 14:17 FROM=DEPUY OCROMED LEGAL 508 82B 3789 



TQ:USPTO 



P. 7 



c) a guide extending distally from the intermediate portion of the base and forming a 
head portion, wherem the head portion of the gu.de extends further dually than he 
shaving portions* 
whc^ailibi^^ 

? ,M\«n* as the chisel moves throaghjhe disc space . 

* previously Presented) The chisel of claim 38 wherein each shaving port.cn 
' comprises a vertically extending portion extending toward the opposite shaving 
portion for a distance of up to 30% of the separation distance. 
H 0 Iff. (Original) The chisel of claim 3* wherein each shaving portion has substantially no 

vertically extending portion. 
pi( ^(cancelled) 

'JL Xf. (Currently amended) A vertebral endplate chisel comprising: 

H a) a base having upper and lower portion., and prox.mal and distal porhons. 

b) ,n upper shaving portion extending distally from the uppet portion, 

c) a lower shaving portion extending distally from the lower portion, 

the upper and lower shaving portions bemg disposed substantially parallel to each 
other, and 

d) a single gu.de disposed between the shaving portions and extending distal to the 
shaving portions, and having a height and , width, wherein the height of the Single 
guide at least S times greater than its width, 

^ce ,o that cemXMM^n m? m amoved fr„m each jadpl"* ^ v < he 
pnrrhn " ■>„ ^ moves through the disc space. 



m JBT (Currently Amended) A vertebral endplatc chisel comprising: 
^ a) a base having upper and lower portions extending distally therefrom, 
b) an upper shaving portion extending distally from the upper portion, 
e) a lower shaving portion extending distally from the lower portion, 

6 
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the upper and lower shaving portions being disposed substantially parallel to each 
other, and 

d) a single guide disposed between the shaving portions and extending distal to the 
shaving portions, and having a height and a width, wherein the width of the single 
guide no nxore than 50% of the width of the upper and lower shaving portion, 
wherein the tiuide is a non-ctitline centering device adapted to center the chise l, within the 
disc space so that equal amounts of bone are removed from each endplate by the shaving 
portions as the chisel moves through the disc space . 

ff ^3T(cancelled). 
J*, (cancelled). 
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